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Prayers of Preparation  Before Receiving Holy Communion  
 

Come, O Lord, in mercy to my soul, and  dwell there forever.  Give me thyself.  Let me seek thee 

with the full strength of my being, and with an earnest lo nging of my soul; and, finding t hee, let my life 

show forth the glory of t hy Name in the flowers of good works and the fruit of holy living.   Amen. 

 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus; there is room in my heart for thee. I offer this Holy Eucharist 

unto thee, O Holy Father, first for t hy honor and glory and in gratefu ÓɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÙÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ2ÈÝÐÖÜÙɀÚɯ

sacrifice upon the Cross; In thanksgiving for all t hy blessings. For the forgiveness of my sins. For the 

increase of grace. For thy Holy Church, our Parish, the clergy, and people (especiallyȱȺɯFor those near 

and dear to me (especiallyȱ) For those in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity 

(especiallyȱ) For the peace of the world. Grant, O Holy Father, that we may come to thine Altar in faith, 

hope, charity, and gratitude; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, take all my freedom, my memory, my understanding, and my will. All that I 

have and cherish Thou hast given me. I surrender it all to be guided by thy will. Thy grace and t hy love 

are wealth enough for me. Give me these Lord Jesus and I ask for nothing more.  Amen.   

(From St. Ignatius of Loyola) 
 

Singing the Psalm  
 

At Solemn High Mass we sing the Psalm using Anglican Chant, which was created for chanting 

the Psalter in the English language.  

The following guidelines apply to singing Anglican Chant. In its modern form the four 

Ɂ×ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎÚɂɯÖÙɯÔÈÙÒÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌɯÌßÈÊÛÓàɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÖɯÚÛÈàɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÕÖÛÌɯÖÙɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÖɯÔÖÝÌɯÖÕɯÛÖɯÈɯÕÌÞɯ

note are: 

 

 

     Corresponds to the bar lines of the chant.  Thus, you usually change pitches when you 

move past  

     this mark.  

 

 

 Connects two syllables (occasionally three) to one note. 

 

 

      Identifies one syllable to be sung to two chords. 

 

 

      Indicates that the first note of that half of the chant is left out.  

 

 

3ÏÌɯÔÈÐÕɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÞÏÌÕɯÚÐÕÎÐÕÎɯ ÕÎÓÐÊÈÕɯ"ÏÈÕÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÔÌÙÌÓàɯɁÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ

×ÚÈÓÔɯÖÕɯÔÜÚÐÊÈÓɯ×ÐÛÊÏÌÚȭɂɯɯ(ÍɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÈɯÖÙɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÜÕÊÛÜÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÏÌÙÌɯàÖÜɯÞÖÜÓËɯÕÖÙÔÈÓÓàɯ×ÈÜÚÌȮɯ

do the same while singing, and we will all stay together.  
ɭElizabeth Stephens and Onva Boshears, Ph.D.
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The Epiphany  of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 

 

The Opening Voluntary :  Aria on óGreensleevesô James Biery 
                                        American (b. 1956)  
                     

People prepare for participation in the Mass by silence and in prayer.  Holy Water is placed in the Baptismal Font at the 

entrance to the Nave for use of the people as a reminder of our baptismal promises. You may wish to make the sign of the 

cross after touching the Holy Water with your fingers. 

 

The Entrance Rite 
 

All stand, as able, at the ringing of the bell announcing the beginning of the Mass. 

The Introit :   Ecce advénit Malachi 3:1; I Chronicles 19:12; Psalm 72:1, 10, 11 
Chanted by the Cantor.  Congregation standing. 

 

Behold, he appeareth, the Lord and Ruler; 

and in his hand the kingdom, and power, and dominion. 

Give the King thy judgments, O God, 

ÈÕËɯÛÏàɯÙÐÎÏÛÌÖÜÚÕÌÚÚɯÜÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ*ÐÕÎɀÚɯ2ÖÕȭ 

 

The Entrance Hymn  #117:  Brightest and best of the stars of the morning  Morning Star 
Congregation standing. 

 

The Aspersion of Holy Water  
Congregation remains standing while the Cantor sings and the people respond.   

The Celebrant sprinkles the congregation with holy water, a weekly reminder of baptism. 
 

The Antiphon:   Asperges me 
 

Cantor   Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, O Lord, and I shall be c lean: thou shalt wash me, and I  

  shall be whiter than snow.  

 
People     

 

   Have  mer-cy upon me, O God after  thy great good-ness: 
 

 

Cantor   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son; and to the Holy Ghost; 

        

People           
 

                          As it was in the beginning, is now and ev -er shall be, world with -out end.   A-men                    
                   
Cantor and Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, O Lord, and I shall be clean: thou shalt wash me, and I 

Choir  shall be whiter than snow.  
 

 

As the antiphon is repeated, the Priest who has sprinkled the People, returns to the sanctuary. 
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The Preces 

 

Cantor  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
 

People   

   And grant us thy sal - va ɬ tion.   
 

Cantor  O Lord, hear my prayer.  
 

People   

       And let my cry come un - to  thee. 
 

Cantor The Lord be with you.  
 

People   

                            And with thy spi - rit.  
 

Cantor Let us pray. 
 

Graciously hear us, O Lord, Holy Father Almighty, everlasting God; and send thy holy Angel from 

heaven to guard and cherish, to protect and visit, and to defend all who dwell in this thy holy habitation; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Opening Acclamation  
Sung or said by the Celebrant with the people standing. 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

People  

                        ÕËɯÉÓÌÚÚÌËɯÉÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÒÐÕÎËÖÔȮɯÕÖÞɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙɯÌÝɯ- er.  A - men. 
 

The Collect for Purity  
Sung or said by the Celebrant with the people standing. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 

People  

        And with thy spirit.  
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 

and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Summary of the Law  
Said by the Celebrant with the people standing. 
 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it: 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 

Prophets. 
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The Kyrie Eleison:  Missa Marialis                Charles Winfred Douglas                       

                                                                                                             American (1967-1944)  
Sung by the Choir and Congregation with the people kneeling. 
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The Gloria in Excelsis:   Missa Marialis                      Charles Winfred Douglas 
 

The People standing. 
The Gloria, begun by the Cantor, is sung by the Choir and Congregation. 
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The Collect of the Day  
Sung or said by the Celebrant with the people standing. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

 

People  

        And with thy spirit.  

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who by the leading of a star didst  manifest thy only -begotten Son to the peoples of the 

earth: Lead us, who know thee now by faith, to  thy presence, where we may behold thy glory 

face to face; though the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 

Holy Spirit, one God , now and forever.   Amen. 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word  
 

The people sit.  A moment of silence is kept after each lesson. 
 

The First Lesson:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

Lector:   A reading from  the Book of Isaiah 

 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness 

shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his 

glory will appea r over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 

ÚÏÈÓÓɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÍÈÙɯÈÞÈàȮɯÈÕËɯàÖÜÙɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙÚɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÊÈÙÙÐÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÕÜÙÚÌÚɀɯarms. Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea 

shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall 

cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah ; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 

bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  

 

Lector The Word of the Lord . 

 

People Thanks be to God. 
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The Gradual  Psalm:  Deus, judicium Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

  Stephen Elvey (1805-1860) 
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The Epistle : Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

Lector:   A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 
 

I Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentilesɭassume that you have already 

heard of the commission of &ÖËɀÚɯÎÙÈÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÔÌɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜȮɯÈÕËɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÔàÚÛÌÙàɯÞÈÚɯ

made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will 

enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this 

mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles 

and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same 

body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have 

ÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÈɯÚÌÙÝÈÕÛɯÈÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÐÍÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÎÙÈÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÔÌɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯ

power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 

Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan 

of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the 

wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in 

Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith 

in him.  

 

Lector The Word of the Lord . 

 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

 

All stand.  
The Cantor and choir sing the Alleluia prior to the Sequence Hymn. 
 

The Alleluia :  Vídimus stellam Matthew 2:2 

 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

We have seen his star in the East 

and are come with offerings to worship the Lord. 

Alleluia. 

 

The Sequence Hymn  #124:  What star is this, with beams so bright Puer nobis 
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The Holy Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12 
All standing, the Deacon reads or chants the Gospel, first saying, 
 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  
 

 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

ÊÈÔÌɯÛÖɯ)ÌÙÜÚÈÓÌÔȮɯÈÚÒÐÕÎȮɯɁ6ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËɯÞÏÖɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÉÖÙÕɯÒÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

)ÌÞÚȳɯ%ÖÙɯÞÌɯÖÉÚÌÙÝÌËɯÏÐÚɯÚÛÈÙɯÈÛɯÐÛÚɯÙÐÚÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯ×ÈàɯÏÐÔɯÏÖÔÈÎÌȭɂɯ

When King Herod heard thi s, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 

calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

ÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ,ÌÚÚÐÈÏɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÉÖÙÕȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÛÖÓËɯÏÐÔȮɯɁ(Õɯ!ÌÛÏÓÌÏÌÔɯÖÍɯ)ÜËÌÈȰɯÍÖÙɯÚÖɯÐÛɯ

has been written by the prophet: ȿ ÕËɯàÖÜȮɯ!ÌÛÏÓÌÏÌÔȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÕËɯÖÍɯ)ÜËÈÏȮɯÈÙÌɯÉàɯ

no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is 

ÛÖɯÚÏÌ×ÏÌÙËɯÔàɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯ(ÚÙÈÌÓȭɀɂɯ3ÏÌÕɯ'ÌÙÖËɯÚÌÊÙÌÛÓàɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÚÌɯÔÌÕɯÈÕËɯ

learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them 

ÛÖɯ!ÌÛÏÓÌÏÌÔȮɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ&ÖɯÈÕËɯÚÌÈÙÊÏɯËÐÓÐÎÌÕÛÓàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËȰɯÈÕËɯÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯ

ÍÖÜÕËɯÏÐÔȮɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÔÌɯÞÖÙËɯÚÖɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÔÈàɯÈÓÚÖɯÎÖɯÈÕËɯ×ÈàɯÏÐÔɯÏÖÔÈÎÌȭɂɯ6ÏÌÕɯ

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 

they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 

and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

People Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 
  

 
People are seated after a short prayer by the preacher. 

 

 

The Sermon    The  Very Reverend Robert E. Baldwin 
 

A brief period of silence is kept after the sermon to reflect on the Good News. 
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The Nicene Creed  

All standing.   

 

Said by the Celebrant and the congregation. 

 

           I believe in one God,  

                 the Father Almighty,  

                 maker of heaven and earth,  

                 and of all things visible and invisible;  

 

           And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  

                the only -begotten Son of God,  

                begotten of his Father before all worlds,  

                God of God, Light of Light,  

                very God of very God,  

                begotten, not made,  

                 being of one substance with the Father;  

                by whom all things were made;  

                who for us men and for our salvation  

                     came down from heaven,  

                and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,  

                      and was made man;  

                and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;    

                       he suffered and was buried;  

                and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  

                and ascended into heaven,  

                and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;  

                and he shall come again, with glory,  

                     to judge both the quick and the dea d;  

                whose kingdom shall have no end.  

 

      And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,  

                who proceedeth from the Father and Son;  

                who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped  

                     and glorified;  

                who spake by the prophets.  

                And I believe one holy Catholic and apostolic Church;  

                I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  

                and I look for the resur rection of the dead,  

                     and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
All standing. The prayers are chanted with the people and choir responding. 
 

Deacon or other leader In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, 
 

 
People      Lord, have mer - cy. 
 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at the 

day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.  

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for  Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Dean, our own Bishop, for 

all bishops and other ministers, for Rob, our Rector, and for our priests and deacons, and for all the holy 

people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.  

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, 

we pray to you, O Lord.  

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those in positions of public trust, especially Barack our President and Sam our Governor, that they 

may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.  

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who live and work in this community especially students, facul ty , and staff at our schools and 

universities, we pray to you, O Lord.  

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world may be 

freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.  

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in 

danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.  

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For _____________, we pray to you, O Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone, 

that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, 

we pray to you, O Lord.  

  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever -blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints, let us commend 

ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.  
 

   
        To you, O Lord  our God. 
Silence. 

The Celebrant adds the following Doxology. 
 

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Confession  
Exhortation to Confession, said by the Celebrant. 

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your neighbors, 

and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his 

holy ways: Draw near with faith and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort and make your humble 

confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.  
 

The congregation kneels. 

Celebrant and People. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee  with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 

thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in 

thy ways, to the glory of thy Name.  Amen. 
 

 

The Absolution and Comfortable Words  
The congregation remains kneeling. 

The Celebrant stands and says, 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 

those who with hearty repentance and tr ue faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, + pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting 

life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant then says one or more of the following sentences, first saying, 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him . 
 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.  Matthew 11:28 
 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only -begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life .  John 3:16 
 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners.  1 Timothy 1:15 
 

If anyone sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the perfect 

offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.   1 John 2:1ɬ2 
 

 

The Peace 
All stand. 

The Peace is offered by the Celebrant with the congregation and choir responding. 

Then the congregation may greet one another with a sign of Peace. 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 

People And with thy spirit.  
 

 

Greetings and Announcements  
Congregation seated. 
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The Holy Communion  
 

 

The Offertory Sentence  
Said by Celebrant or assisting Clergy. The congregation remains seated.  
 

 During the Offertory Verse and Interlude, the Deacon of the Mass prepares the Altar.  

 The ushers receive the offering of the people. 

 

 
The Offertory Verse :   Reges Tharsis       Psalm 72:10, 11 
Chanted by the Cantor.   

 

The Kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents. 

The Kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. 

All Kings shall fall down before him. 

All nations shall do him service. 

 
The Offertory Interlude :  Domine Deus from  Ɂ&ÓÖÙÐÈɂ Antonio Vivaldi  
  Italian (c. 1675-1741) 

 

                Domine Deus, Rex celestis,                    Lord God, Heavenly King ,  

               Deus Pater omnipotens                           God Almighty Father  

 
The Offertory Hymn  #119:  As with gladness men of old Dix  
 

The Congregation stands for the hymn, and rÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÝÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÖÍÍÌÙÐÕÎÚɯÖÍɯÉÙÌÈËɯÈÕËɯ

wine and money and other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant.  These gifts are presented and placed at the Altar. 
 

 

Following the Offertory Hymn, the Celebrant faces the people and says, 
 

 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the 

Father Almighty.  
 

 

People May the Lord receive this  holy  sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise and glory of His 

Holy Name, and to our benefit and that  of all his holy Church.  
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The Great Thanksgiving  
The Sursum Corda   
Sung by the Celebrant with the people standing. 
 

 
Then, facing the Altar, the Celebrant proceeds with the preface. 
 

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty that we should at all times and in all places, give 

thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God; Because in the mystery of the 

Word made flesh, thou hast caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of 

thy glory in the face of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, we laud a nd magnify thy glorious Name, evermore 

praising thee, and saying, 

The Sanctus and Benedictus:  Missa Marialis                       Charles Winfred Douglas

  
 

 


